Draft Resolution Regarding the Development of the Route 15
Centerline Bus Rapid Transit Stations and Operations

Whereas,   the segment of State Route 15 through the Mid-City communities of San Diego was substantially completed in the year 2000; and,
Whereas,   prior to the construction of the freeway the community suffered from the negative impacts of over 40,000 cars per day passing through the community over its surface streets; and

Whereas,   the residents of Mid-City and the City of San Diego (“City”) negotiated the design of this freeway segment in good faith with the California Department of Transportation (“CalTrans”); and

Whereas,   certain freeway design elements, operational practices and environmental mitigations were agreed to by the City and CalTrans and memorialized in Memoranda of Understanding and Agreement in 1985 through1993; and

Whereas,   the 1993 Memorandum of Understanding included a commitment by CalTrans to dedicate the center lanes of the freeway for the exclusive use of a rapid transit line; and

Whereas,   the City of San of San Diego adopted the Mid-City Communities Plan in 1998 and the City Heights Redevelopment Plan in 1992 and 2000 with a intensification of land uses along the Route 15 corridor as a response to the commitment of  rapid  transit in the corridor; and,

Whereas,  the Memoranda of Agreement of May 14 and 21, 1985 included a commitment by CalTrans, to the extent feasible,  to sign and direct truck traffic to the I-805 facility as an alternative to Route 15 through Mid-City; and
Whereas,  in a Memorandum of May 3, 1988 CalTrans committed to air quality monitoring and air quality abatement measures to protect the health of the children at Central Elementary School; and

Whereas,   CalTrans and the San Diego Association of Governments (SANDAG) are considering plans for High-Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) lanes and concentrated freight truck traffic in this segment of the Route 15 corridor to be included in the 2007 Regional Transportation Plan (“RTP”); and

Whereas,  CalTrans’ 2006 Route 15 Corridor Project Study Report concludes that either dedicated freight or HOV lanes would preclude the use of the medians for transit as previously committed to;

Therefore, be it resolved that the City of San Diego, as party to these previous agreements, reaffirms its commitment to the terms of these Memoranda of mitigation measures; and 

Calls upon the San Diego Association of Governments, in its 2007 RTP, to identify the center lanes of the Mid –City segment of Route 15 for the exclusive use of the CenterLine Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) and identify it as a priority project therein; and

Calls upon the California Department of Transportation and SANDAG to adopt a goods movement strategy that redirects trucks away from the Mid-City SR-15 corridor; and,
Commits the City to the creation of new City Capital Improvement Projects as needed to support the aforementioned agencies in the development of this transit line and stations; and,

Commits the City to include funding for the CenterLine BRT in its Federal and State legislative and funding request  priorities; and,
Commits the City to cooperate with the San Diego City Schools to monitor and further mitigate air and noise pollution impacts to Central Elementary school; and

Supports improved transit opportunities for the residents of this region as outlined in SANDAG’s Mid-City Transit Network Plan of July 2005.
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